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Monthly Meeting Diary Dates for 2019 at the Chalfont St Peter Community Centre
(Please Note - All meetings start promptly at 2pm) 
14 August Michael 

Hodges
Michael is a metal detectorist, who will be giving a talk entitled “History beneath 
my feet” If any members have any old or unusual coins, Michael will have a look 
at them and hopefully share his expertise with us...

11 
September

Dr Mark 
Collins

Mark  is  the  Former  Chair,  Galapagos  Conservation  Trust  and  will  give  a  talk 
entitled “Floreana: rebirth of an island in the Galapagos”. Floreana, has been 
the focus of several attempts at the establishment of industry and is home to 140 
people.  It  has  been overrun  by a  variety  of  feral  species.  He  will  discuss  an 
ambitious five-year programme to save Floreana by eradicating these invasive 
species and work alongside the human inhabitants towards sustainable livelihoods

9 October Mike Payne Sadly  Malcolm  Nelson  who was  going  to  speak  to  us  on  the  second  part  of 
catching smugglers has had to cancel, but luckily Mike Payne has agreed to talk 
on his latest topic Westerns. He will talk on the films, TV shows and the actors. He 
has in the past spoken to us on Pinewood Studios and The Burma Star.

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Editor’s Update     
As a result of  GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation) our newsletter no longer shows personal telephone 
numbers or personal email addresses, as these could easily end up in the public domain.
Congratulations to our new walking group Strollers and Valerie Hadfield for running it.

TVN Ukulele Activity Day: 22nd October, 2019, Benson
Applications are now invited from individual members to join in the Ukulele Activity Day. There is a limited number 
of  places  available.  Applications  from  individuals  will  be  accepted  from  Thursday,  1st  August  and  will  be  
acknowledged by email unless a stamped addressed envelope. is enclosed. Copies of the flyer and the individual 
application form are available on the Chalfonts U3A website. Applications and any enquiries should be addressed 
to Patsy Thornton, patsy@thorntac.co.uk whose full contact details are on the application form.   

Annual convenor Social 
On Thursday 18th July the Group Coordinators organised the annual Social for all Chalfonts U3A convenors, 
administrators and members of the RUG (Really Useful Group).   The evening started with a short meeting where 
the convenors were welcomed and thanked on behalf of all of the members of Chalfonts U3A for their efforts by the 
Group Coordinators and Bob Borwick, remembering that without our convenors there wouldn't be any groups, the 
life-blood of any U3A. The convenors talked about their groups and the importance of the U3A ethos ‘by the 
members for the members’. It was agreed that the Beacon system was a great help to administration. With 
appetising snacks, and a glass of wine we all agreed it was an enjoyable and worthwhile event. Please see Tony’s 
photograph of those who attended under ‘Group convenors’ on the CU3A website.

EXISTING GROUPS 
Bridge Group

The Bridge Group welcomes interest from recently recruited members who would like to play Bridge on the first and 
third Wednesday afternoons of the month at CSPCC. We play purposeful but convivial duplicate Bridge usually 
fielding between 5 & 8 tables. Anyone interested in joining or initially observing play or wishing to have more 
information should contact Geoff Glover at bridge@chalfontsu3a.org.uk.

Coffee Mornings Group
We have had some great times at the Greyhound over the last few months – lots of chat and delicious croissants, 
but as the weather has warmed up the support has dwindled, so we have decided not to hold another meeting until 
the Autumn. Will advise you further during September. Thank you to all who attended and have a great Summer. 
convenor, Chris Coteman on coffee mornings@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Computing Group

All levels of computer users are welcome. We normally start with a discussion of any issues members may be 
having with their computers. After that we have two sessions on various computing topics. At our next meeting we 
will be looking at using the free Microsoft program OneNote for Windows, Mac OSX and mobile to create 
scrapbooks for your hobbies and interests. For more information please contact computing@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

mailto:computing@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
mailto:coffeemornings@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
mailto:bridge@chalfontsu3a.org.uk


Excursions
Thursday 3 October 2019- Formans Salmon Smokehouse tour & Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park boat trip 
Tuesday 5 November 2019 - Wembley Stadium Tour & Designer Outlet complex
Wednesday 4 December 2019 - A day out in Winchester (Cathedral Guided Tour/Christmas markets)
All members of the Excursions Group will be emailed nearer the trip dates with full details. 

Garden Visits   Group  
The group had a lovely visit to Church Gardens in Harefield recently. This is a very special place with extraordinary  
owners - Patrick and Kay McHugh - who have renovated the walled garden and created a wonderful garden with  
much history, loads of interest and very pleasing results . The surroundings are surprisingly rural and very private. If  
any CU3A members fancy visiting, it is open again for the National Garden Scheme on 26th August from 2-5pm.  
The address is Church Hill, Harefield, Uxbridge UB9 6DU. https://www.churchgardens.co.uk/our-story. We have two 
visits lined up for August - to St Timothees near Maidenhead and a coach trip down to Pashley Manor and Great  
Dixter. New members are always welcome to join our group and any suggestions for visits are very welcome

iPad Group 
The new iPad group is up and running. We have had 2 sessions and our third is due in August. Interest has been 
very encouraging, such that we have had to limit the numbers for this cohort.  23 people have shown interest so far. 
Therefore, there are 16 on this current group, and we have created a wait group of 7, so far. These will be the basis 
of a new group which I hope to start in the new year of 2020. 
If you wish to be included in this group, do get in touch with Phil McAvoy at ipad@chalfontsu3a.org.uk.

Singing for Pleasure
The Choir under the leadership of our new Choir Master, Mr Ben Ewert, performed their first concert on Friday, 26 th 

July at Woodland Manor Care Home. We were welcomed by the staff and residents. Ben, with his usual excellent 
skills, guided us through songs from the shows:- My Fair Lady, Music of the Night and Sound of Music. We also 
sang Fields of Gold, Heal the World, Danny Boy and Molly Malone. 
It was lovely when the residents and staff joined in the choruses. With the absence of Reg, who is still recovering  
from surgery,  we had just one male singer.  Well done Geoff,  an excellent job, move over Pavarotti.  Seriously 
though, we need more male singers so if you feel you can hold a note please join us.
I feel sure we will perform at many venues in future. How lucky were to find such a talented Choir Master.

Spanish Beginners Groups 1, 2 and 3
The groups are generally looking for additional members. Groups 1 and 3 have amalgamated. Please contact the 
following for more details.
Ivor Spector on spanishbeginners1@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Peter Shaw on spanishbeginners2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Ros McDonnell on spanishbeginners3@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Table Tennis
The group are playing a friendly against Bicester U3a on Friday 30th August from 10 -1pm at Chalfont St Giles 
Table Tennis Club and welcome any potential players and supporters to come along. Contact Eileen Powell for 
more information on tabletennis2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Walking Group (up to 6 miles)
July  saw  our  groups  100th walk  taking  place  since  we  started  in  April  2015.  We  celebrated  the  event  by 
gongoozling, followed by lunch. Our group members have now between them totalled collectively over 10,000 miles 
on the walks. A good sociable time is always had along the way, followed by a lunch. We welcome new members to 
our group. Please contact Nigel Trotman on walking2-6miles@chalfontsu3a.org.uk 

Wine Appreciation Group 2
ln July we had a tasting of Bordeaux wines. On August 21st we will be tasting New Zealand wines, with South 
Africa in the following months. We meet on the third Wednesday of each month. New members welcome. Contact 
David Hillis at wineappreciation2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk. 

PROPOSED NEW GROUPS
Walking group (Strollers)

‘The Strollers’ walking group has been set up in response to requests for shorter or less strenuous walks. Our first  
walk will take place on Thursday 15th August, meeting at 10.30 am in the Car Park at the Coy Carp Inn at Harefield.  
This will be a walk along the canal for around 30 minutes, and then returning to meet in the pub. Hopefully, it will be  
a chance to get an idea of  the range of walks that members are interested in and get together to formulate some  
ideas over coffee or lunch. For more information please contact Valerie Hadfield on strollers@chalfontsu3a.org.uk.

Cribbage
Interest is growing for this group, and it is hoped that it will become active in the near future.
For more information please contact Nigel Trotman on groupcoordinator1@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

mailto:groupcoordinator1@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
mailto:wineappreciation2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk


Chalfonts U3A Directory of Interest Groups and convenors
August 2019

Nigel Trotman – Groups Coordinator 1   groupcoordinator2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Sue Fisher – Groups Coordinator 2   groupcoordinator2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

If you would like to join a group or find out more, please contact the convenor by email or telephone

INTEREST GROUP convenor EMAIL 
Art Space Sandie Webb artpractical@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Badminton Angela Lindstrom badminton@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Birdwatching Tony Micallef birdwatching@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Book Club 1 Jane Barker bookclub1@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Book Club 2 Alyson Klein bookclub2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Bridge Geoff Glover bridge@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Chess Tony Micallef chess@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Computing Tony Darbyshire computing@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Coffee Mornings Chris Coteman coffeemornings@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Creative Writing Denise Beddows creativewriting@chalfontsu3a.org.uk 
Crochet Jeanette Galletly crochet@chafontsu3a.org.uk
Cryptic Crosswords Bob Leven crypticcrosswords@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Current Affairs Robert Coleman currentaffairs@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Cycling Longer Routes Dave Duckworth cyclinglongerroutes@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Dine in with Friends Sandra Bowles

Terri Weidner
dinewithfriends@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Discovering Art Bob Bell
David Martin

discoveringart@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Excursions/Outings Tricia Reeve
Val Smith

excursions@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Family History Jan Sawyer
Mary Kendall

familyhistory@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Flower Arranging Angela Kemps flowerarranging@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
French Conversation
Beginners 1

Marian Cooper frenchbeginners@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

French Beginners Plus Jacqui Robinson frenchbeginnersplus@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
French Conversation
Intermediate 1

Sandy Oldham frenchconversation1@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

French Conversation
Intermediate 2

Ray Luker frenchconversation2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

French Conversation 
Advanced

Judy Cutter frenchfluent@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Garden Visits Jane Barker gardenvisits@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
German Conversation Renate Danner germanconversation@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
iPad User Group Phil McAvoy ipad@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Italian Conversation 
Advanced

Barbara Lloyd italianadvconversation@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Lawn Bowls Pam Anderson
Mike Alderton

lawnbowls@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Local History Elaine Quigley localhistory@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
London Walks Pam Anderson londonwalks@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Mah-jong Sam Patel mahjong@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
New Experiences Angela Cranston newexperiences@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Old Time Musical Hall 
Singing

Bob Leven musichallsinging@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Philosophy Linda Hagreen philosophy@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Photography Tony Darbyshire photography@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Pilates April Morgan pilates@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Poetry & Literature David Burbidge poetry&literature@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Quizzing Margaret Turner quizzing@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Rummikub Georgina Cane rummikub@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Scrabble Anne Higson scrabble@chalfontsu3a.org.uk 
Science & Technology Cathy Williams science@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Singing for Pleasure Brenda Gorman singing4pleasure@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Spanish Conversation Stuart Hammond spanishconversation@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Spanish Beginners 1 Ivor Spector spanishbeginners1@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
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Spanish Beginners 2 Peter Shaw spanishbeginners2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Spanish Beginners 3 Ros McDonnell spanishbeginners3@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Spanish Improvers 1 Margaret Burbidge spanishimprovers1@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Spanish Improvers 2 Sue Medlock spanishimprovers2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Sunday Group Sue Fisher sundaygroup@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Table Tennis 1 Sue White tabletennis@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Table Tennis 2 Eileen Powell

Pauline Borwick
tabletennis2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Tai Chi Beginners
Tai Chi Admin

Margaret Rutter
Stella Ellis

taichi@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Textiles and Craft Teri McAvoy textiles@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Theatre Visits Sheila Tarrant 

Danny Robins
theatretrips@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Walking 6 – 10 miles Wendy Bretherick
Marion Clegg

walking6-10miles@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Walking less than 6 
miles

Nigel Trotman
David Cooper

walking2-6miles@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Walking - Strollers.  Valerie Hadfield strollers@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Wine Appreciation Grace Hunter wineappreciation@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Wine Appreciation 2 David Hillis wineappreciation2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Yoga Pat Lloyd

Jane Earle
yoga@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Chalfonts U3A Committee 

Chairman Bob Borwick chairman@chalfontsu3a.org.uk 
Vice Chairman Mike Lawson vicechairman@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Secretary Jane Barker secretary@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Treasurer Peter Brady treasurer@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Accessibility Eileen Powell accessibilityofficer@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Beacon Administrator John Hardwick beaconadmin@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Interest Group Co-ordinator 1 Nigel Trotman groupcoordinator1@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Interest Group Co-ordinator 2 Sue Fisher groupcoordinator2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Membership Secretary Val Smith membershipsecretary@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Newsletter Eileen Powell newsletters@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Publicity Eileen Powell publicity@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Speaker David Morgan speakercoordinator@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Venue Co-ordinator David Burbidge venuecoordinator@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Webmaster Tony Darbyshire webmaster@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Chalfonts U3A general enquiries contactus@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Chalfonts U3A suggestion box suggestionbox@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Chalfonts U3A website www.chalfontsu3a.org.uk

U3A National website www.u3a.org.uk
Thames Valley Network website www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk
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