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Chalfonts

Welcome to the February Newsletter.

We have two new prospective groups this month: Singing for Pleasure and Wine Appreciation
Group 3 (see page 3). This sounds to me like a good combination!

The fact that we have these new groups is down to our volunteer convenors, who donate their
time, knowledge and organising skills and without whom the u3a movement would not be possible.
If you would like to join the volunteers please contact Lyn Cameron, Groups Coordinator, or any
member of our committee.

David Powell, newsletters@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Reminder: Payments to Chalfonts u3a from 1st January 2025

As a result of the continued closure of local banks, from the 1st January it is necessary for us to
change how Chalfonts u3a will accept payments for trips, group activities and membership.

Payments will be accepted in the following ways:

o On-line banking
o Telephone banking

o Debit card payments made by you at your bank using the reference supplied by your
convenor.

o Cheques deposited into the bank by you using the paying-in envelope provided by the
bank. Please provide a copy of your receipt to the convenor who is expecting your payment,
clearly writing your full name on the receipt.

o Cheques deposited via the Post Office by you using the paying-in envelope provided by the
Post Office. Please provide a copy of your receipt to the convenor who is expecting your
payment, clearly writing your full name on the receipt.

Your bank or the Post Office will be able to assist you in using these and other payment methods
and will be able to help you find the best way for you to pay.

This will mean no change for over 90% of our members.

Christine Hillis has kindly offered to assist anyone who needs help adapting to this new process.
She can be contacted on financeofficer@chalfontsu3a.org.uk.

Please note that membership renewals are not due until the end of March and you will be
reminded when it is time.
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Chalfonts u3a Monthly Meetings:

12 February 2025 at 2pm — Local Astronomy Past and Present

-3 B Stewart Coulter will tell us about
s ! Astronomy, and in particular, our

3 local Astronomy group,
including, intriguingly, how the
first telescopic observations of
the moon took place nearby!

S Stewart is the West of London
Astronomical Society’s (WOLAS)
Outreach Officer and Vice-
President. As well as monthly
meetings, WOLAS have regular
observing sessions at a site near High Wycombe, where skies are darker, and every year organise
an observing weekend to a truly dark-sky site in south-central Wales.

Stewart will also let us know how we, the general public, can visit observatories and public
observation events locally.

12 March 2025 at 2pm — The Hidden Rivers of London

We are all familiar with “Old Father Thames”, but of course, every river has its tributaries that feed
in to them.

Alan Fitzgerald has investigated these sources, many of them hidden from view, with their own
fascinating stories.

Alan will enlighten us about the history, and tell us about some of the rivers that can only be seen
at certain times of the year.

9 April 2025 at 2pm — Royal Weddings at Windsor Castle

Dr Brigitte Mitchell is a member of the Windsor Local History Group.

She will reveal her findings from her research in to 21 weddings, from 1121 to 2019, with some
right royal scandals!

Most recently, St George’s Chapel saw the occasion of the marriage of Prince Harry and Meghan
Markle.

All Monthly Meetings are held at CSP Community Centre, Gravel Hill, Chalfont St Peter, SL9 9QX



News from our Interest Groups
New Group! - Singing for Pleasure Group

The singing for pleasure group will have a meeting on Friday March 21st at 14.00-16.00 in the
Chalfont Community Centre to discuss-:

1. Our aims (e.g. will we eventually want to entertain at local residential homes and groups?)
2. How often we would like to meet

3. What songs we may like to sing and

4. Cost (this depends upon the number of members we have).

| have been set up as co-convenor of the new group with Brenda O'Gorman.

So if you are interested in joining the group please email me stating whether or not you can make
218t March and | will email the details.

Sharon Duncan singing4pleasure@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

New Group! - Wine Appreciation Group Three

This new group will meet for the first time on Tuesday 11th
March. Please let Lyn Cameron know if you would like to receive
details (groupcoordinator@chalfontsu3a.org.uk).

The plan is to meet at 7.30 on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.

2% Grace Hunter, Convenor Group One

The Mah-jong group has been running for some time and we are
pleased to announce that a number of places have become
available.

Contrary to popular belief, we do not have a waiting list. So, if you
are interested and wish to learn how to play this intriguing game,
please let me know.

Places will be offered on a first come basis. Two sessions will be
offered before you commit, as this will give you the opportunity to
get the basics and meet the rest of the group.

We meet every Wednesday at 10.30 am in the Tony Graham Room at Chalfont St Peter
Community Centre.

There is a charge to cover hire costs and refreshments.

Whether you are a complete novice, an expert or somewhere in between and would like to join us,
please send me an email. We predominately follow the British rules, but have made some tweaks
to improve our experience.

Sam Patel mahjong@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
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Theatre Group
On Tuesday 28th January we had our first outing of 2025, and 50 of us travelled to Fortune
Theatre in London to see "Operation Mincemeat".

The show was fabulous, and worthy of its glowing reviews and awards.

LERNER AND LOEWE’S

Unbelievably we have just booked our December trip to see "My Fair Lady" at
the Mill at Sonning, as an example of how far in advance we have to book.

Howard Dawson, Theatre Group Coordinator -
theatretrips@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

48 members of the New Experience Group took part in a
puzzle afternoon in January.

Apart from some fiendish puzzles to solve there were
various team challenges involving making towers, famous
_ landmarks, aeroplanes and hats using newspaper,
spaghetti, straws,
marshmallows and
g balloons.

Congratulations to the winning team of Chris & Brian
Marshall, Pam King and Cathy Lemon.

Great fun was had by all.

Angela Cranston & Sharon Duncan
newexperiences@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Textiles & Crafts Group

. On 16" January the Textiles & Crafts
- group enjoyed a lovely fun afternoon
making bracelets and earrings guided
by our instructor, Sylvia Church of

. Gorgeous Jewellery.

. Paula Walker
textiles@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
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Science: Earth and Space group

7F The Science: Earth and Space group had a very enjoyable lunch

e

2% social event in early January at the Wildwood restaurant in
, Gerrard's Cross.

For our next meeting on Friday 7th February the group are looking
| forward to a talk about the life cycle of stars titled “All stars great
and small: an excursion through the dramatic lives, deaths and
(re)births of stars" presented by Tim Parsons who is a member of
the Astrophysics group at University College London.

The next Chalfont’s u3a monthly meeting will also be about
Astronomy. Following Stewart Coulter’s recent ‘Adventures in
Colour’ talk to the Science group, he will now be presenting a talk
for all about Local Astronomy Past and Present on 12th February
2025 at 2pm in the main hall.

If you are not already a member of the Science: Earth and Space
group and would like to attend future meetings, please email the
co-convenors Karen-Anne Devoil and Tony Micallef science@chalfontsU3a.org.uk

Coffee Morning Group

Due to the recent sale of the Greyhound, the flooding and the sad loss of the
(/ new owner we have been unable to arrange a coffee morning this month.

There is not another suitable venue in the heart of the village but we are
trying our best.

Chris Coteman & Lesley Bedford coffeemornings@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

New Members’ Coffee Morning

The next New Members’ Coffee Morning will be held on Thursday 27
February at 10.30am in the cafe at The Gerrards Cross Community
Association, East Common, Gerrards Cross SL9 7AD. Any new member
who couldn’t make a previous meeting is very welcome to come along.
Just turn up!

Val Smith & Eileen Powell, Joint convenors of the group
newmemberscoffeemorning@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Short Mat Bowls Group

“Every millimetre counts” Measuring for the shot in a game of short mat
bowils.

We always have a competitive fun time. We play in the Chalfont St Peter
Community Centre on Friday afternoons.

Sheila Woolgar — shortmatbowls@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
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Regional u3a Zoom events:
Gaudi

The Architect and Designer - Tuesday 18" February 2pm via Zoom
We are delighted to welcome back
Keith Appleby who will tell us more
about Gaudi, the architect who has
made Barcelona famous for its
wonderful buildings.

Fee for this event is £2. Please
book electronically by clicking here
or finding the event on
www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk

Closing date 15" February

For details of future TVN events, send your name & email to events_info@u3atvnetwork.org.uk

Did you know?

As well as the 70 Interest groups that we have in our own Chalfonts u3a, there are many more that
are available to us online.

Interest Groups Online (abbreviated as IGO) is an online u3a community that gives you the
opportunity to join groups, talks and courses from the comfort of your home.

The activities are run by members and are a great way to meet people from all across the u3a
movement. It costs £12 annually to join, and there are 140 groups to choose from!

Details: https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/interest-groups-online/interest-groups-online-groups
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Riviera Travel Holidays

Riviera Holidays - Provider of holidays including cruises and signature tours. Unbeatable value for
money & honest pricing, backed by price match guarantee. Which recommended.

Book with Riviera Travel, tell them that you belong to Chalfonts u3a and your u3a will receive a
payment from Riviera which helps support our activities.

See the advertisement in Third Age Matters magazine for further details. www.rivieratravel.co.uk

& &
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Chalfonts u3a Directory of Interest Groups

Lyn Cameron, Groups Coordinator - groupcoordinator@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Telephone: 07503 481537

Or, if you know which group/s you wish to join please contact the convenor direct.
You can find a list of all our Interest Groups on the next pages or here:
https://chalfontsu3a.org.uk/interest-groups/
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Chalfonts u3a Directory of Interest Groups
For general enquires about interest groups please contact

Lyn Cameron, Groups Coordinator - groupcoordinator@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Telephone: 07503 481537

Or, if you know which group/s you wish to join

uda

Chalfonts

please contact the convenor direct

Interest Group

Convenor(s)

Email

Badminton

Jacqui Robinson

badminton@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Ballroom Dancing

Christine Hardwick

ballroomdancing@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Bird Watching

Tony Micallef, Jan Sawyer

birdwatching@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Book Club 1 Carol Lyons bookclub1@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Book Club 2 Marsha Partridge bookclub2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Book Club 3 Sue Williams bookclub3@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Bridge Geoff Glover, Sue Fisher bridge@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Chess Tony Micallef chess@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Coffee Mornings Chris Coteman, Lesley Bedford coffeemornings@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Computing Les Klein computing@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Creative Writing David Brodie creativewriting@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Cribbage David Burbidge cribbage@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Crochet Jeanette Galletly crochet@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Cryptic Crosswords Bob Leven crypticcrosswords@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Cryptic Crosswords Too Val Darbyshire crypticcrosswordstoo@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Current Affairs Bob Leven currentaffairs@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Cycling Longer Routes

Dave Duckworth

cyclinglongerroutes@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Excursions and Outings

Val Smith, Kate Trotman

excursions@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Family History

Jan Sawyer, Marguerite Fletcher

familyhistory@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

French Con Advanced

Heather Glasgow

frenchfluent@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

French Con Intermediate 1

Sandy Oldham

frenchconversation1@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

French Con Intermediate 2

Ray Luker

frenchconversation2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Garden Visits

Kate Trotman

gardenvisits@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

German Conversation

Renate Danner

germanconversation@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Guitar - Beginners

Clyde Perkins

guitar@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

History

Trish Hart

history@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Italian Beginners

Les Klein, Margaret Turner

italianbeginners@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Italian Beginners Plus

Lesley Bedford

italianbeginnersplus@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Lawn Bowls

Mike Alderton

lawnbowls@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

London Walks

John Hardwick, Caroline Ashcroft
Susan Mills

londonwalks2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Mac OS Computing Les Klein macoscomputing@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Mahjong Sam Patel mahjong@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Mindfulness Ruth Ryan, Olwyn Davison-Oakley| mindfulness@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Mixed Walking Cricket

Eileen Powell

mixedwalkingcricket@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

New Experiences Group

Angela Cranston, Sharon Duncan

newexperiences@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

New Members Coffee

Eileen Powell, Val Smith

newmemberscoffeemorning@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Morning

Old Time Music Hall Sharon Duncan, Richard Campbell] musichallsinging@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Singing

Philosophy Luke Degan philosophy@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Photography Vince Barker, Susan Mills photography@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Pickleball Richard Cranston pickleball@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Pickleball 2 Diane Eaton pickleball2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Pilates Lesley Bedford pilates@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Poetry & Literature

David Burbidge

poetryandliterature@chalfontsu3a.org.uk




Quizzers

Margaret Turner

quizzers@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

RUG Sharon Duncan rug@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Rummikub Georgina Cane rummikub@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
RUTT Les Klein rutt@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Science: Earth and Space

Tony Micallef, Karen-Anne Devaoll

science@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Scrabble

Anne Higson

scrabble@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Short Mat Bowls

Sheila Woolgar

shortmatbowls@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Singing For Pleasure

Brenda O'Gorman, Sharon
Duncan

singing4pleasure@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Spanish Aspiring
Intermediates

Ann Robinson

spanishpreintermediates@chalfontu3a.org

Spanish Conversation David Hillis spanishconversation@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Table Tennis Sue White, Eileen Powell tabletennis@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Gio Pedalino
Table Tennis 2 Eileen Powell, Gio Pedalino tabletennis2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Table Tennis 3 Gio Pedalino tabletennis3@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Tai Chi Lesley Bedford taichi@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Textiles and Crafts Sandra Dawson, Paula Walker textiles@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
The Wagner Group Lesley Bedford thewagnergroup@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Theatre Group

Howard Dawson

theatretrips@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Ukulele Group

James O'Flynn

ukulele@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Walking (6-10 Miles)

Marion Clegg, Sally Buckley

walking6-10miles@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Walking (less than 6 Miles)

Sue Fisher, Frances Byrne

walking2-6miles@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Walking-Strollers group

Kate Trotman

strollers@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Weekend Group

Kathy Beattie, Sue Fisher

weekendgroup@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Wine Appreciation Grace Hunter wineappreciation@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Wine Appreciation 2 David Hillis wineappreciation2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Yoga Geoff Clegg yoga@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Yoga 3 Helen Hall yoga3@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Zumba Gold Lynda Cameron zumbagold@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Chalfonts u3a Committee
Chair John Krushner chair@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Vice Chair Val Smith vicechair@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Secretary Chris Hardwick secretary@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Treasurer/Finance Chris White treasurer@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Finance Officer Christine Hillis financeofficer@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Beacon Administrator

Vince Barker

beaconadmin@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Interest Group Co-ordinator

Lyn Cameron

groupcoordinator@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Membership Secretary

Maureen Green

membershipsecretary@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Newsletter & Publicity David Powell newsletters@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Speaker Geoff Clegg speakercoordinator@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Venue Co-ordinator Lesley Bedford venuecoordinator@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Webmaster Les Klein webmaster@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Chalfonts u3a general enquiries

contactus@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Chalfonts u3a suggestion box

suggestionbox@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Chalfonts u3a website

www.chalfontsu3a.org.uk

u3a National website

www.u3a.org.uk

Thames Valley Network website

www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk
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