
Upgrading to
Windows 11
on “old” PCs



Before you start…

• Backup all your important files !!

Just in case anything should go wrong 

• Make sure you have a 16GB USB memory stick

• Keep a copy of your Windows License Key…



How to find your License Key

• Launch regedit in the “start” box (bottom left of your screen)

• Navigate to:

• HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE
SOFTWARE

Microsoft
Windows NT

CurrentVersion
SoftwareProtectionPlatform

• open the BackupProductKeyDefault key

• Make a note of your Windows 10 product key



Your upgrade options…

• First, you should check whether you have a computer than can run Windows 11

• The easiest way to do this is to simply do a check for Windows updates and you will see the 
message warning that your PC does not meet the Windows 11 requirements (as shown on 
next slide)…





Your upgrade options (cont’d)…

• The other option is the Microsoft ”PC Health Check” app from the Microsoft App store

• If you don’t see the warning shown then you are good to update.

• You could always buy a new (or used) PC that is already running Windows 11

• Otherwise, carry on with the process described here…



Download Windows 11 ISO

• You are going to need a standard Microsoft Windows 11 “image” that they would in the past 
have put on a CD/DVD.

• You can get this from Microsoft’s own website here:
https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/software-
download/windows11/?msockid=29f238b13f7e620e01aa2b0e3b7e6087

https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/software-download/windows11/?msockid=29f238b13f7e620e01aa2b0e3b7e6087
https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/software-download/windows11/?msockid=29f238b13f7e620e01aa2b0e3b7e6087














Get a copy of the Rufus app from rufus.ie

https://rufus.ie/en/






Plug in your USB stick and launch Rufus



Check the first 2 options and maybe the 3rd…



Check it is the USB stick that will be erased, then OK





When done your USB stick should look like this…



Double click Setup to start your upgrade…


















