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Chalfonts

Welcome to the December Newsletter.

We must be in the approach to Christmas now, as the festive ads are on
TV and my wife is telling me to go into the loft to get the decorations
down - Christmas seems to come earlier each year!

On another note, the energy of our u3a never ceases to amaze me —
another two groups are being set up this month — a Snooker Group and
an Entertainment Group.

David Powell, newsletters@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Committee News

Thank you to everyone who attended last month’s talk on the Dogs Trust. There has been
considerable interest shown for a visit to be organised to view the Dogs Trust facility at Harefield.
We have been advised that they can accommodate a group of up to 15 people.

Please contact Bob Kiddy by email at speakercoordinator@chalfontsu3a.org.uk if you are
interested in a visit to tour the facility in the early new year.

UPDATE ON THE CSP COMMUNITY CENTRE AND FUNDRAISING

Whilst our building is showing its age and requires regular upkeep, we remain
committed to caring for our existing facilities and carrying out a range of
maintenance and improvement projects to ensure the Centre remains safe,
functional and welcoming for all. With ever increasing costs, a total re-build is not
going to be feasible, so we are now looking ahead, continuing with several planned
upgrades to project and enhance the building for the future — keeping the Centre
open whilst work is carried out. As a registered charity, we rely on a mix of funding sources and
local support, donations and fundraising activities play a crucial role in helping us to stay open and
accessible to everyone in the community. David Burbidge — Chairman, CSPCC

Wlth the Centre as the main place for many Cu3a meetings we have been, and are, helping with
this fundraising. To date, the Disco, the November Quiz and the Tai Chi and

a&iﬁl@ Laughing workshops have raised over £2,000. Other organisations who use
' the Centre are also doing their bit to help raise funds.
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In the third week of December The Community Centre will be holding a Christmas raffle. Raffle
tickets will be available to purchase at the monthly Cu3a meeting on 10th December where they
will be sold on behalf of the Centre. Tickets can also be bought directly from the Centre’s office,
Monday to Thursday between 9:00am and 11:30am. Please do support — there are some superb
prizes on offer!
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Chalfonts u3a Monthly Meetings:
10 December 2025 at 2pm - by popular demand for a Pre-Christmas Special

Ventriloquist David Tomkins
plus special guests

The Chalfonts u3a Singing for Pleasure Group

David is a speciality ventriloquist and comedy magician who offers fun
filled entertainment.

David will be entertaining us with comedy puppet personalities such
as Cheeky Dog and colourful flamingo, Mad Maggie, but also
Character singing superstars Elvis, Roy Orbison and Bjorn from super
group ABBA.

David is also a Member of the World-
famous Magic Circle, London, having
achieved the ‘Gold Star’ award which is only presented to a member
for their quality of performance.

Save a space at Lunch, Mince pies and Mulled
wine will be served!

14 January 2026 at 2pm — Across Africa in a Classic Aston Martin

Lift that winter gloom and attend this illustrated talk given by Robin and Charlotte Morrison, who
will recount their adventures, as they navigated across Sunlight Africa in their 1970 Aston Martin.

The route took them from the Atlantic Coast, through Namibia, Botswana, Zambia and Zimbabwe
to Mozambique and the Indian Ocean via Eswatini and South Africa before returning to their
starting point of Cape Town.

11 February 2026 at 2pm — A is for Arsenic: The Poisons of Agatha Christie

Dr Kathryn Harkup, a former chemist turned writer and science communicator, talks about how
Agatha Christie revelled in the use of poison to kill off unfortunate victims in her books; indeed, she
employed it more than any other murder method, with the poison itself often being a central part of
the novel.

This talk looks at how the writer used her extensive knowledge of drugs and medicines mixed with
real life cases to create her brilliantly plotted crime novels. Her poisons were picked with care,
often providing vital clues to the discovery of the murderer. We will look at ‘howdunnit’ but
whodunnit is for you to find out.

All Monthly Meetings are held at CSP Community Centre, Gravel Hill, Chalfont St Peter, SL9 9QX



News from our Interest Groups

New - Snooker Interest Group
NEW GROUP - Are you interested in playing Snooker?

o If you’d like to become part of a newly formed Chalfonts u3a Snooker
Interest Group — now’s your chance.

Starting in the New Year and based at the Gerrards Cross Memorial
Centre there’s the opportunity to play snooker twice a month from
10am — 12 noon on a Tuesday morning.

There are two tables and all the equipment is provided. Group
coaching sessions will be provided if required. In the first instance please email Lyn Cameron
groupcoordinator@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

New — Entertainment Group — starting 2026

There’s a gap in the market in our u3a, namely a group formed just for entertainment purposes!
: ~ This may include concerts both modern and classical, matinee/evening

77 performances at provincial and local theatres, and miscellaneous outings to
fNTERTm venues where only smaller groups are permitted. This will be a new group
- (separate to the Theatre, Garden Visit and Excursions groups) and has the full

e backing of Howard Dawson who successfully runs up to eight London evening
»Q I \w) theatre trips per year.
Initially this new entertainment group will be run jointly by Kate Trotman and or Val Smith and once
established can then be handed over to a new convenor. We hope many of you will be interested
in becoming part of this new group and in anticipation some provisional bookings for

“entertainment” have already been made for 2026. We welcome all suggestions for activities and
venues!

If you want to belong to this new Entertainment Group don’t delay. Please email:
entertainment@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Curry Club
Chalfonts u3a Curry Club is now 7 months old.

We have a good cross section from our u3a
membership. Whilst about half are married couples,
the other half is evenly split between ‘single’ ladies
and ‘single’ gentlemen.

And by that | mean that a good percentage of these ‘singles’ are
simply the spice loving half leaving their more conservative (small c)
partner at home.

Come and Join us!

Chris Franklin curryclub@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
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Theatre Group

Tuesday 18th November saw our visit to Noel Coward Theatre in St
. Martin's Lane, to see The Importance of Being Earnest, and with

| Stephen Fry playing Lady Bracknell, in such beautiful costumes, it was
o a hoot.

IFFRHYS JONES ~ CLIVE FRANCIS
St hurghity

R We've just booked tickets (110 and all sold) for "I'm Sorry, Prime
Minister", in April, starring Griff Rhys Jones as Jim Hacker, now
contemplating retirement.

s anroswes  TUESAAy 9th December sees our annual pilgrimage to The Mill at Sonning, where we
will dine before watching My Fair Lady, after which we'll probably want to dance all
night !!

Happy Christmas.

Howard Dawson ™ theatretrips@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Textiles Group

In November we continued to make Christmas decorations under Sandra
Dawson’s guidance, and in particular this lovely ornate star.

Sandra Dawson & Paula Walker Co-Convenors for the Textiles Group
textiles@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

At our November meeting Margaret finished her blanket that
she’s been working on for ages, and, as you can see, that’s
quite an achievement.

What next Margaret? — Another one?

The rest of our friendly group got on with our individual
projects and our beginners are making good progress.

Kate Trotman & Paula Walker

Co-Convenors for the Crochet Group crochet@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Coffee Mornings

We continue to have a monthly coffee morning with delicious croissants at the Greyhound in CSP
at 11 am. ltis a very friendly, happy gathering and they make us welcome - so come and join us.

Chris Coteman & Lesley Bedford coffeemornings@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
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Excursions

On the 25 November 110 of us went to
Blenheim for the Christmas Light Trail.
We arrived in time to visit the Christmas
market set up in front of Blenheim
Palace and to have a hot drink before
our ticket entry at 5.30pm.

Blenheim has put on a magnificent
display of lights, dancing fountains in

throughout the grounds. We finished
the evening with a browse in the
Blenheim shop and had a speedy
journey back to Chalfont St Peter!

The next outing is to Oxford on 11 December with dinner at Cosmo
Restaurant. If you would like to join the waiting list please email in.

And on the 22 December we go to The Albert Hall for their Carol Concert.

To join the Excursions Group please email: excursions@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

New Members’ Meeting

The next New Members’ Coffee Morning will be held on Wednesday 21
January 2026 from 9.45 — 11am at The Gerrards Cross Community
Association. All new members will be contacted nearer the time.

Val Smith & Eileen Powell, Joint convenors
newmemberscoffeemorning@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Photography Group

After a good start in September, the newly reconvened Photography Group meets on
the third Friday of each month at 2.00 pm in the Members Room at the CSP
Community Centre. There will not be a meeting in December, so the next one is on
16th January 2026.

If you are interested in joining the group please contact me:

David North photography@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
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London Walks

On Wednesday 19th November, a bitterly cold day, we met our
guide Robert Hulbert for the Bermondsey to Rotherhithe Historical
Walk.

Rotherhithe Village was defined by its history as a port for centuries
and the riverbank once heaved with mighty sailing ships from
Elizabethan times onwards.

A It also attracted drinking, violence and vice. During the Second World
War, much of the area was destroyed, and the introduction of
container ships meant that trade moved to Tilbury, which could
accommodate such large vessels, leaving the area as one of the

. poorest in the capital.

Along our path we saw statues celebrating the work of
- Alfred and Ada Slater, who, in the early 1900’s worked
in thls area prowdmg healthcare to the poor. Conditions were really bad and their
own daughter caught scarlet fever, and died aged 10 (her statue is shown here), but
the Slaters continued to work and campaign for better healthcare. Their work (along
with that in South Wales) is thought to be a blueprint for the NHS.

In the 1980s the area began to transform, warehouses were converted and new
development began around the dockland areas.

Towards the end of our walk we passed a pub that used to be called The

Spread Eagle, but was renamed The Mayflower in the 1980’s to reflect the I i??iﬁi"faf:bfiﬁf%f;m
fact that this is where the Mayflower started its journey taking The Pilgrim
Fathers to America in July 1620. Inside the pub there is a Descendants of Rotherihe

\Z 2
Ote g by the Yeo?

Book which is available on request to those with family connections to the ]
original Pilgrim Fathers from the Mayflower voyage, a great attraction for American tourists!

Thanks to Valerie Taylor for the photographs and report.

John Hardwick, Caroline Ashcroft and Susan Mills Joint Convenors of the London Walks Group
londonwalks2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

New Experiences

We spent a fun and relaxing afternoon creating Christmas table decorations under the artistic
direction of our very own member Eileen Powell. Here are some of the masterpieces.

Sharon Duncan convenor - newexperiences@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

&
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Regional u3a Zoom events
Thames Valley Network
The Dramatic Art of the London Underground

by Mike Grundy
Thursday 15" January 2026 at 10.30 a.m. on Zoom

e TOn%h% N,
o \\. & - » i

&

The mosaics of Eduardo Paolozzi on the Wallé of Tottenham Court Road station.

Mike Grundy is an expert in the art and architecture of Underground systems worldwide. He is well
known for his lectures and courses on the London Underground as well as on the Paris and
Moscow Metros.

The fee for this event is £2. Please book electronically by clicking on the “‘TICKETSOURCE’ icon
immediately below the event on TVN website u3atvnetwork.org.uk

Closing date Sunday 11th January 2026.
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Did you know?
As well as the 70 Interest groups that we have in our own Chalfonts u3a, there are many more that
are available to us online.

Interest Groups Online (abbreviated as IGO) is an online u3a community that gives you the
opportunity to join groups, talks and courses from the comfort of your home.

The activities are run by members and are a great way to meet people from all across the u3a
movement. It costs £12 annually to join, and there are 140 groups to choose from!

Details: https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/interest-groups-online/interest-groups-online-groups
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Riviera Travel Holidays
Riviera Holidays - Provider of holidays including cruises and signature tours. Unbeatable value for
money & honest pricing, backed by price match guarantee. Which recommended.

Book with Riviera Travel, tell them that you belong to Chalfonts u3a and your u3a will receive a
payment from Riviera which helps support our activities.

Note that if you book a Riviera Holiday through a travel agent or other third party, this does not
qualify for the payment.

See the advertisement in Third Age Matters magazine for further details. www.rivieratravel.co.uk
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u3a Friends Extra

You may not have heard of u3a Friends Extra. This is an additional benefit for u3a members,
giving them discounts on a whole range of goods and services such as retailers, insurance,
restaurants and travel companies. (This service used to be called Click and Save).

These range from a 6% discount on retail purchases via a coupon system to up to 60% off some
domestic appliances from Hotpoint and Whirlpool.

Currently they are offering discounts on theatre bookings.

For further details use this link: https://u3afriends-extra.org.uk/a /
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Chalfonts u3a Directory of Interest Groups

Lyn Cameron, Groups Coordinator - groupcoordinator@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Telephone: 07503 481537

If you know which group/s you wish to join please contact the convenor direct.
You can find a list of all our Interest Groups on the next pages or here:
https://chalfontsu3a.org.uk/interest-groups/
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Chalfonts u3a Directory of Interest Groups

For general enquires about interest groups please contact

Lyn Cameron, Groups Coordinator - groupcoordinator@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Telephone: 07503 481537
Or, if you know which group/s you wish to join please contact the convenor direct

Interest Group

Convenor(s)

Email

Badminton

Jacqui Robinson

badminton@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Ballroom Dancing

Christine Hardwick

ballroomdancing@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Bird Watching

Tony Micallef, Jan Sawyer

birdwatching@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Book Club 1 Carol Lyons bookclub1@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Book Club 2 Marsha Partridge bookclub2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Book Club 3 Sue Williams bookclub3@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Bridge Geoff Glover, Sue Fisher bridge@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Chess Tony Micallef chess@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Coffee Mornings Chris Coteman, Lesley Bedford coffeemornings@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Computing Les Klein computing@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Creative Writing David Brodie creativewriting@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Cribbage David Burbidge cribbage@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Cricket - Walking (Mixed) | Eileen Powell mixedwalkingcricket@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Crochet

Paula Walker, Kate Trotman

crochet@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Cryptic Crosswords

Bob Leven

crypticcrosswords@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Cryptic Crosswords Too

Val Darbyshire

crypticcrosswordstoo@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Current Affairs

Bob Leven

currentaffairs@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Curry Club Chris Franklin curryclub@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Cycling Longer Routes Dave Duckworth cyclinglongerroutes@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Dining Group Lyn Cameron dininggroup@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Entertainment

Val Smith, Kate Trotman

entertainment@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Excursions and Outings

Val Smith, Kate Trotman

excursions@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Family History

Jan Sawyer, Marguerite Fletcher

familyhistory@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

French Con Advanced

Heather Glasgow

frenchfluent@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

French Con Intermediate 1

Sandy Oldham

frenchconversation1@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

French Con Intermediate 2

Ray Luker

frenchconversation2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Garden Visits

Kate Trotman

gardenvisits@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

German Conversation

Renate Danner

germanconversation@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Guitar - Beginners

Clyde Perkins

guitar@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

History

Trish Hart

history@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Italian Beginners

Les Klein, Margaret Turner

italianbeginners@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Italian Beginners Plus

Lesley Bedford

italianbeginnersplus@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Lawn Bowls

Mike Alderton

lawnbowls@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

London Walks

John Hardwick, Caroline Ashcroft
Susan Mills

londonwalks2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Mac OS Computing

Les Klein

macoscomputing@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Mahjong

Sam Patel

mahjong@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

New Experiences Group

Angela Cranston, Sharon Duncan

newexperiences@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

New Members Coffee

Eileen Powell, Val Smith

newmemberscoffeemorning@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Morning

Old Time Music Hall Sharon Duncan, Richard musichallsinging@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Singing Campbell

Philosophy Rob Robinson, Luke Degan philosophy@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Photography David North photography@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Pickleball Richard Cranston pickleball@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Pickleball 2 Diane Eaton pickleball2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Pilates Lesley Bedford pilates@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Poetry & Literature David Burbidge poetryandliterature@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Quizzers Margaret Turner quizzers@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Really Useful Group
(RUG)

Sharon Duncan

rug@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Really Useful Technical
Team

Les Klein

rutt@chalfontsu3a.org.uk




Rummikub

Anita Crosbie

rummikub@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Science: Earth and Space

Tony Micallef, Karen-Anne Devaoil

science@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Scrabble

Anne Higson

scrabble@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Short Mat Bowls

Sheila Woolgar

shortmatbowls@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Singing For Pleasure

Sharon Duncan

singing4pleasure@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Spanish Aspiring
Intermediates

Ann Robinson

spanishpreintermediates@chalfontu3a.org

Spanish Conversation

David Hillis

spanishconversation@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Table Tennis Gio Pedalino, John Park tabletennis@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Table Tennis 2 Eileen Powell, Gio Pedalino tabletennis2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Table Tennis 3 Gio Pedalino tabletennis3@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Tai Chi Lesley Bedford taichi@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Textiles and Crafts

Sandra Dawson, Paula Walker

textiles@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Theatre Group

Howard Dawson

theatretrips@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Ukulele Group

James O'Flynn

ukulele@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Walking (6-10 Miles)

Marion Clegg, Sally Buckley

walking6-10miles@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Walking (less than 6 Miles)

Sue Fisher, Frances Byrne

walking2-6miles@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Walking-Strollers group

Kate Trotman

strollers@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Weekend Group

Kathy Beattie, Sue Fisher

weekendgroup@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Wine Appreciation

Grace Hunter

wineappreciation@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Wine Appreciation 2 David Hillis wineappreciation2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Wine Appreciation 3 Rory Christie wineappreciation3@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Yoga Geoff Clegg yoga@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Yoga 3 Helen Hall yoga3@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Zumba Gold Lyn Cameron zumbagold@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Chalfonts u3a Committee

Chair John Krushner chair@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Vice Chair Val Smith vicechair@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Secretary Kate Trotman secretary@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Membership Secretary

Maureen Green

membershipsecretary@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Treasurer

Susan Graham

treasurer@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Finance Officer

Christine Hillis

financeofficer@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Beacon Admin

Paul Hirszowicz

beaconadmin@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Group Coordinator Lyn Cameron

groupcoordinator@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Newsletter Editor David J Powell

newsletters@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Speaker Co-ordinator Robert Kiddy

speakercoordinator@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Venues Coordinator Lesley Bedford

venuecoordinator@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Webmaster Les Klein

webmaster@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Chalfonts u3a general enquiries

contactus@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Chalfonts u3a suggestion box

suggestionbox@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Chalfonts u3a website

www.chalfontsu3a.org.uk

u3a National website

www.u3a.org.uk

Thames Valley Network website

www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk
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