NEWSLETTER
usa April 2026: Issue No: 137

Chalfonts

Welcome to the April Newsletter.

Our policy for the newsletter has always been to restrict content to u3a
issues and news alone.

However, we are making an exception for the Chalfont St Peter
Community Centre, which so generously hosts so many of our groups.

This month the Community Centre is appealing for volunteers to help
to rebuild and modernise the buildings in which many of our u3a activities are held.

Please see the message from the Community Centre on Page 2 and consider whether you could
assist them.

David Powell, newsletters@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Committee News

Membership Renewal for 2026-2027
Your Chalfonts u3a annual membership subscription of £20 per person is due for renewal.

You will have received a communication directly from Maureen Green, our membership secretary,
informing you how to renew your membership.

Please follow these instructions carefully - this will really help us with the busy renewal period.

We hope you will renew, but please let us know if you no longer wish to continue your
membership.
Email: membershipsecretary@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Group Coordinator

| have received a suggestion regarding starting a Whist Group. If you are interested please
contact me, and I'll see if there is sufficient interest to get it off the ground.

If you have any other suggestions for new groups, please let me know and I'll see what | can do.

Lyn Cameron groupcoordinator@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
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Q\ Chalfont St Peter
Community Centre

Could You Help Shape the Future of Our Community Centre?

A message from the Community Centre

Plans are being developed for an exciting project to rebuild and modernise the Community Centre,
helping to secure its future as a vibrant hub for the local community.

The project is in development and the ambition is to create a modern, accessible and sustainable
facility that will continue to support the wide range of groups, learning activities and social events
currently using the centre.

A small project team is already in place, and we are now looking to expand the team. In particular,
we would welcome those with experience in:

. Fundraising

. Finance

. Architecture

. Building/construction

If you feel you have relevant skills from professional and life experience this could be valuable.
We would love to hear from you about how you might be able to help.

Please contact us for more information:
Carol Birkenshaw 07767 214702, Gurdip Kalley 07815250250 or David Burbidge 07484843645.



Chalfonts u3a Monthly Meetings:

08 April 2026 at 2pm — Ramji Abinashi on the Parsi community of India

Ramiji, one of our members, will speak about The Parsis, an ethno-religious community

. ’ of Zoroastrians primarily residing in India. Descendants of Persian
Zoroastrians who fled religious persecution following the Arab
conquest of Iran between the 8th ™ YO % ¥
and 10th centuries, they have 4

become one of India's most
successful and influential minority
groups.

During this talk we will learn about Religion, Philosophy,
Symbolism, Rituals, Navjote Funerals, Culture & Language,
Cuisine, Heritage, Economic & Global Impact and the Parsi
Demographic Crisis.

13 May 2026 at 2pm — Daniel Keel will give an illustrated talk about Swans.

Daniel is a local author, journalist, birdwatcher, and speaker who is an expert on swans. He will
speak about these magnificent birds which are common in the South of England.

Combining his knowledge of swans alongside his experiences among them during 30 years of
birdwatching on land, at sea and in the air.

He will discuss the myriads of myths and fairytales about swans such as - can a swan really break
your arm? does the King really own them all? do they really sing before they die? And do they
really mate for life?

10 June 2026 at 2pm — The work of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission

This presentation will provide an overview of the Work of the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission organisation from past to present with reference to the sites and casualties it cares
for.

It will begin by discussing the conception of the CWGC by its founder and the principles put into
place at that time that continue to define what the organisation does and how it is done. To
illustrate this, we will be shown the sites that are cared for in the UK and around the world and
what to look for when visiting them.

A discussion of the challenges faced by CWGC and the work done today will then follow. The
presentation is rounded off with a focus on local sites and a personal story of someone
commemorated nearby tailored to our group.

All Monthly Meetings are held at CSP Community Centre, Gravel Hill, Chalfont St Peter, SL9 9QX


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoroastrianism

News from our Interest Groups

New Members’ Meeting

The next New Member’s Coffee morning will be held on Wednesday 15
April 2026 at 09.45 for a 10am start in the café at The Gerrards Cross
Memorial Centre, East Common, Gerrards Cross SL9 7AD.

All new members will be emailed with a reminder and anyone who couldn’t
make a previous meeting is very welcome to come along.

We will also be at the monthly meeting on the 8 April to answer any questions.
Val Smith & Eileen Powell, Joint convenors

newmemberscoffeemorning@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

New Experiences Group

The New Experiences Group held a team challenge
event this month.

Challenges included identifying biscuits and crisp
flavours, building bridges, writing amusing poems
and designing party outfits.

Great fun was had by all.

Congratulations to the winning team of Julie
Hallam, Jean Ford, Sally Buckley and Juliet
Crussell.

Angela Cranston & Sharon Duncan, Joint Convenors newexperiences@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Entertainment Group

Our inaugural visit was to the matinee performance of Barnum at
The Waterside Theatre, Aylesbury on the 26 March.

What a show - Superb dancing, excellent singing and mind-
blowing acrobatics! A great afternoon.

We are planning more events so if you'd like to join this group do email:
entertainment@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Joint Convenors: Val Smith & Kate Trotman
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Excursions

Tulley’s Tulip Farm — 20 April. Places have been offered
for this afternoon outing but do email if you wish to join the
waiting list.

In May we will be going to Sudeley Castle & Gardens,
Winchcombe, Gloucester. In June to Crossness Pumping
Station in South East London and in July we've arranged a
boat trip down the River Thames from Henley.
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Closer to the trip date all members of the excursions group will be emailed with details and if you'd
like to join this group do email excursions@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Val Smith & Kate Trotman Joint Convenors

Computer Clinic

This new group is up and running now. It is aimed at helping
you with your individual computer issues on a one-to-one
basis on your own laptop/tablet/phone.

The issue can be as a simple as: ‘How
do | attach a document to an email’ to
the potentially more complex ‘| have an
error message | don’t understand, so

- not sure what to do’.

It can be something that annoys you, something that worries you,
something you’d like to do, but are not sure how... Anything really.

It will only cover Windows and Android devices, not Apple products
(iPhone, iPad, Mac, etc).

20 minutes sessions will be allocated in advance to avoid you having to wait a long time and
potentially not being able to get any help.

Sessions will be on the 4" Thursday of the month from 14.00-16.00 at the Misbourne Room in
Chalfont St Peter Community Centre. The first one will be on 23 April.

For more information or to sign up, please contact Suzy Mills, computerclinic@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Crochet Group

This month we have had so many beginners join us that we've had to
introduce a waiting list!

We started our newcomers off with PROJECT DISHCLOTH! - A
simple square in cotton all in single crochet. Here's a photo of the
group totally engrossed in creating this must have kitchen accessory.

Paula Walker and Kate Trotman Joint Convenors
crochet@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
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Mixed Walking Cricket Group

On Wednesday March 25th we played Holyport CC indoors at Windsor Leisure Centre fielding 10
players in our team of 6 men and 4 women.

Holyport had only one woman playlng so it was not so evenly balanced but we all had an

E enjoyable game. Holyport batted first and
made 234/3. The scoring method is very
different to normal cricket so don't be fooled
by the high score!

We scored more runs, 242 but lost 7 wickets.
-~ We then enjoyed a drink and lunch at The
. Windsor Brewery.

ﬁ We will have a rematch in August.

Indoor sessions WI|| contlnue till the end of April and then we play outdoors at Chalfont St
Peter Cricket Club on Tuesdays from 10-11. Please contact me if you are interested in joining us.

Eileen Powell convenor mixedwalkingcricket@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Textiles & Crafts Group

This month the group focus was an embroidery project created and led by
Sandra Dawson.

This is what we were aiming at:

and here is our happy chatty group hard at either the embroidery or their
own projects.

Do come and join us on 3rd Thursday in the month at the Chalfont St
Peter Community Centre

Paula Walker and Sandra Dawson Joint Convenors
textiles@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Lawn Bowls Group

The u3a Lawn Bowls will start on the 12th of May at 10 o’clock at
Chalfont St Giles Bowls Club and then on every other Tuesday.

If you are interest please contact:

Mike Alderton, Convenor lawnbowls@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
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Theatre Group

We had outings to see "The Spy Who Came in From The Cold" in January and "Woman in Mind"
in February.

Spy was at the relatively new Soho Place Theatre, a venue in the round, which worked very well
with this tense production, and almost all voted the evening a great success

The February trip was more divisive as some Members did not enjoy the theme, or indeed
Sheridan Smith's performance, but both got a thumbs up from the Convenor

Chichester Festival Theatre announced their main summer production, "My Fair Lady", and we
managed to get an allocation of 114 seats, which were snapped up, and there is a waiting list,
showing how popular this annual trip has become. Fingers crossed for the weather on 18th August

Thoughts will soon turn to autumn outings

Howard Dawson, Convenor theatretrips@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Science: Earth and Space Group

For the next Science: Earth and Space group meeting on Friday 10th April we are looking forward
to what promises to be a fascinating talk about volcanoes titled ‘Volcanoes - The What, Where and
Why.

What are volcanoes, where do you find them, and
why?

The talk will cover how magma forms as well as the
different kinds of volcanoes and why eruption styles
vary from place to place.

There are lots of examples with some spectacular
images from around the world. Our speaker is a
professional geologist who has written many books.

The meeting will take place on Friday 10th April at
3pm, in the Mary Smithells room at the

Chalfont St Peter community centre. Please note that the meeting is a week later than usual due
to the Easter holidays.

If you would like to join us and are not already a member of the Science: Earth and Space group,
please email the co-convenors Karen-Anne Devoil and Tony Micallef
science@chalfontsU3a.org.uk.
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London Walks Group

The very first London Walk, organised
in September 2015, was around the
area of Little Venice. There were 25
people on the Walk and we had one
Guide.

Here we are ten and a half years on

1 and the Little Venice walk was repeated
= on March 18 and 19 with 6 Groups, led
by 3 Guides, spread across the
mornings and afternoons of the 2 days
with a total of 105 people enjoying the
brilliant Spring sunshine.

John Hardwick Joint convenor London Walks Group
londonwalks2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Garden Visits

On a Tuesday afternoon in March over seventy members of the Garden Visits group met for a
Spring Lunch at the Chalfont St Peter Community Centre. We enjoyed a two-course cold buffet
delivered by Rachel’s Event Catering and served by the Garden Visit's committee. From the
feedback received this was excellent.

The talk “Captivity to Castle” followed lunch.

Tom Hart Dyke certainly captivated his audience with
tales of his ancestors and growing up at Lullingstone
Castle, and his beloved granny who sowed and
nurtured his horticultural passion which led to his
many adventures including being captured by
guerrillas in Columbia and being held captive for nine
months. Whilst in captivity, the idea of a World Garden
captured his imagination and his plans, scribbled down
in the jungle, can now be seen at Lullingstone Castle.

Tom’s talk was so well received that members are now
eager to visit Lullingstone Castle to meet him again
and view the World Garden (scheduled for 16t
September).

Thank you to the committee for organising the event
and especially those Garden Visits members who
helped tidy up the hall and kitchen afterwards.

Julie Hallam - Spring Lunch Organiser
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On Sunday 22 March, we visited the
Thriplow Daffodil and Country Fair
and were lucky enough to have a

i~ warm and sunny day for the trip.

& The whole village was awash with
daffodils of several varieties and a few
residents opened their gardens for
public viewing.

There were many stalls offering a wide
choice of home-crafted goods, jewellery, clothing, cheeses, furniture, wood carvings, garden
ornaments and more, plus seating on the village cricket ground to enjoy home-made cakes and a
cup of tea.

Morris Dancers performed throughout the day, and in the “food court field” hay bales were put out
so visitors could sit and listen to the bands who played on the large stage. As well as a display of
vintage tractors and Land Rovers, there was a small steam fair, and Dray rides from the
magnificent Shire horses.

St. George’s Church held a Songs of Praise service and the floral displays in the church were
magnificent.

Four hundred residents of Thriplow work hard to make this charity fundraising weekend possible
and our visit didn’t disappoint. It seemed almost everyone purchased something to take home!
The storage space under the coach was very useful indeed!

Kate Trotman Convenor gardenvisits@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Bridge Group — a correction

In the last newsletter we erroneously credited Geoff Glover as a founder of the group. | have been
corrected, in that although Geoff was a stalwart of the Bridge Group, the group was originally set
up and founded by John Edwards, a director of Gravel Hill Bridge Club.

We are happy to set the record straight.

2
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Regional u3a Zoom events

Thames Valley Network
Monday 13th April at 10.30 on Zoom

Pandemics!

Dr Jeffrey Almond, is retired Professor of Microbiology at the University of Reading with a specific
interest in Virology.

His groundbreaking research included identifying the detailed structure of avian and human
influenza virus and poliovirus. Jeffrey has also led research into new bacterial and viral vaccines
with Sanofi Pasteur.

The fee for this event is £2.00 per device.

To book a place for this event visit their website u3atvnetwork.org.uk

To receive details of future TVN events, please send your name and email to
events _info@u3atvnetwork.org.uk

4
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Did you know?
As well as the 70 Interest groups that we have in our own Chalfonts u3a, there are many more that
are available to us online.

Interest Groups Online (abbreviated as IGO) is an online u3a community that gives you the
opportunity to join groups, talks and courses from the comfort of your home.

The activities are run by members and are a great way to meet people from all across the u3a
movement. It costs £12 annually to join, and there are 140 groups to choose from!

Details: https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/interest-groups-online/interest-groups-online-groups

2
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Chalfonts u3a Directory of Interest Groups
For general enquires about interest groups please contact
Lyn Cameron, Groups Coordinator - groupcoordinator@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Telephone: 07503 481537
Or, if you know which group/s you wish to join please contact the convenor direct

Interest Group

Convenor(s)

Email

Badminton

Jacqui Robinson

badminton@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Ballroom Dancing

Christine Hardwick

ballroomdancing@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Bird Watching

Tony Micallef, Jan Sawyer

birdwatching@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Book Club 1 Carol Lyons bookclub1@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Book Club 2 Marsha Partridge bookclub2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Book Club 3 Sue Williams bookclub3@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Bridge Sue Fisher, Ainsley Kemps, bridge@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Elaine Goodwin

Chess Tony Micallef chess@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Coffee Mornings

Chris Coteman, Lesley Bedford

coffeemornings@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Computer Clinic

Suzy Mills, Val Smith

computerclinic@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Computing Les Klein computing@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Creative Writing David Brodie creativewriting@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Cribbage David Burbidge, Sharon Duncan | cribbage@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Cricket - Walking (Mixed)

Eileen Powell

mixedwalkingcricket@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Crochet

Paula Walker, Kate Trotman

crochet@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Cryptic Crosswords

Bob Leven

crypticcrosswords@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Cryptic Crosswords Too

Val Darbyshire

crypticcrosswordstoo@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Current Affairs

Bob Leven

currentaffairs@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Curry Club Chris Franklin curryclub@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Cycling Longer Routes Dave Duckworth cyclinglongerroutes@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Dining Group Lyn Cameron dininggroup@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Entertainment

Val Smith, Kate Trotman

entertainment@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Excursions and Outings

Val Smith, Kate Trotman

excursions@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Family History

Jan Sawyer, Marguerite Fletcher

familyhistory@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

French Con Advanced

Heather Glasgow

frenchfluent@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

French Con Intermediate 1

Sandy Oldham

frenchconversation1@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

French Con Intermediate 2

Ray Luker

frenchconversation2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Garden Visits

Kate Trotman

gardenvisits@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

German Conversation

Renate Danner

germanconversation@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Guitar - Beginners

Clyde Perkins

guitar@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

History

Trish Hart

history@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Italian Beginners

Les Klein, Margaret Turner

italianbeginners@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Italian Beginners Plus

Lesley Bedford

italianbeginnersplus@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Lawn Bowls

Mike Alderton

lawnbowls@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

London Walks

John Hardwick, Caroline Ashcroft
Susan Mills

londonwalks2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Mac OS Computing

Les Klein

macoscomputing@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Mahjong

Sam Patel

mahjong@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

New Experiences Group

Angela Cranston, Sharon Duncan

newexperiences@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

New Members Coffee

Eileen Powell, Val Smith

newmemberscoffeemorning@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Morning

Old Time Music Hall Sharon Duncan, Richard musichallsinging@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Singing Campbell

Photography David North photography@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Pickleball Richard Cranston pickleball@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Pickleball 2 Diane Eaton pickleball2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Pilates Lesley Bedford pilates@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Poetry & Literature David Burbidge poetryandliterature@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Quizzers Margaret Turner quizzers@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Really Useful Group
(RUG)

Sharon Duncan

rug@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
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Really Useful Technical
Team

Les Klein

rutt@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Rummikub

Anita Crosbie

rummikub@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Science: Earth and Space

Tony Micallef, Karen-Anne Devoll

science@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Scrabble

Anne Higson

scrabble@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Short Mat Bowls

Sheila Woolgar

shortmatbowls@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Singing For Pleasure

Sharon Duncan

singing4pleasure@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Snooker

Gio Pedalino

snooker@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Spanish Aspiring
Intermediates

Ann Robinson

spanishpreintermediates@chalfontu3a.org

Spanish Conversation

David Hillis

spanishconversation@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Table Tennis Gio Pedalino, John Park tabletennis@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Table Tennis 2 Eileen Powell, Gio Pedalino tabletennis2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Table Tennis 3 Lesley Bedford, Gio Pedalino tabletennis3@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Tai Chi Lesley Bedford taichi@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Textiles and Crafts

Sandra Dawson, Paula Walker

textiles@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Theatre Group

Howard Dawson

theatretrips@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Ukulele Group

James O'Flynn

ukulele@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Walking (6-10 Miles)

Marion Clegg, Sally Buckley

walking6-10miles@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Walking (less than 6 Miles)

Sue Fisher, Frances Byrne

walking2-6miles@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Walking-Strollers group

Kate Trotman

strollers@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Weekend Group

Kathy Beattie, Sue Fisher

weekendgroup@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Wine Appreciation

Grace Hunter

wineappreciation@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Wine Appreciation 2 David Hillis wineappreciation2@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Wine Appreciation 3 Rory Christie wineappreciation3@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Yoga Geoff Clegg yoga@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Yoga 3 Geoff Clegg yoga3@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Zumba Gold Lyn Cameron zumbagold@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
Chalfonts u3a Committee

Chair John Krushner chair@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Vice Chair Val Smith vicechair@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Secretary Kate Trotman secretary@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Membership Secretary

Maureen Green

membershipsecretary@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Treasurer

Susan Graham

treasurer@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Finance Officer

Christine Hillis

financeofficer@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Beacon Admin

Paul Hirszowicz

beaconadmin@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Group Coordinator

Lyn Cameron

groupcoordinator@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Newsletter Editor

David J Powell

newsletters@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Speaker Co-ordinator

Robert Kiddy

speakercoordinator@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Venues Coordinator

Lesley Bedford

venuecoordinator@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Webmaster

Les Klein

webmaster@chalfontsu3a.org.uk
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Chalfonts u3a general enquiries

contactus@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Chalfonts u3a suggestion box

suggestionbox@chalfontsu3a.org.uk

Chalfonts u3a website

www.chalfontsu3a.org.uk

u3a National website

www.u3a.org.uk

Thames Valley Network website

www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk




